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Dear staff and families, 
As the week comes to a close, it is important to me to reach out to you and capture where we are right now as a district with the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.   
 
We are monitoring the health of all of our staff and students on a daily basis.  In specific situations there have been health concerns, we 
have consulted directly with the Snohomish County Health District and followed all recommendations.  In all decisions, our district 
response team has carefully balanced the need to keep schools open, protect the health of our students and meet the needs of the 
community.  To date, we still have not had a confirmed case of Coronavirus (COVID-19) in Lakewood. 
 
The following measures are currently in effect: 
 
•    Our district nurse is debriefing daily with each of our school nurses to discuss all students identified as sick in our schools, to review 
county and state guidance, and to account for any changes in health protocols or prevention measures. 
•    Surfaces, fixtures and objects readily accessed by staff and students are disinfected daily by our custodial staff.  Staff are also 
regularly wiping down furniture in the classroom. 
•    Buses are being disinfected on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  Those buses serving our medically fragile students are being 
disinfected daily.  We have hired additional staff to disinfect all buses. 
•    Families of medically fragile students, as well as students with health conditions, have been advised of the risks of sending students 
to school at this time.  They have been advised, under the guidance of their medical provider, to consider whether or not they should 
attend school at this time. 
•    Families of students with underlying health conditions, including diabetes, kidney disorders, severe cardiac disorders, asthma, cystic 
fibrosis, cancer, doctor’s orders to take anti-rejection/immunosuppressant medications, Krohn’s disease and diverticulitis. 
•    We are actively encouraging students who are sick and running a fever to stay home for 24 hours after their fever breaks. 
•    We continue to follow the Snohomish County Health District recommendation to close school(s) only when we have exposure to a 
confirmed case of Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
•    Ongoing communications about the status and risks associated with Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
 
The county and state recommended that “people avoid non-essential gathering in large groups to the extent possible.”  The county 
Health District also advised all organizations to consider postponing large non-essential gatherings, if possible.  The discussion in local 
school districts across our county has focused on canceling facility usage, evening and after-school events.  Throughout the outbreak of 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) the Snohomish County Health District has stated that all decisions need to be made in the context of the local 
community.  Our decisions should be guided by local conditions.   
 
In Lakewood, we have not had any large evening events scheduled since the state and county issued these considerations about large-
group events.  The first event likely to surpass 50 people will be our 8th Grade Parent Night.  Given that we have not had a confirmed 
case of Coronavirus (COVID-19) in Lakewood, our district response team determined that we would plan to move forward with 
scheduled events for now.  We also committed to evaluating local conditions on a daily basis.  It continues to be our belief that with 
clear communication of the risk to vulnerable populations in our community and with proper prevention/hygiene measures, the risk of 
contracting Coronavirus (COVID-19) remains low.  The Snohomish County Health District has not issued any directives on whether 
large events should or should not be canceled.  We are evaluating field trips and out-of-district travel on a case-by-case basis. 
 
In the end, everyone needs to consider the risks of assembling in large groups during the school day, at after-school or evening events 
or at other locations in or outside our community. Our guiding assumption is that parents are best situated to make these decisions in 
light of the information that we are providing and their family’s health. 
 
I encourage you to remain prepared and informed as this outbreak unfolds. Please monitor reliable news and information sources.  If 
you would like more information about the Coronavirus (COVID-19) or get updates at the county or state levels, please feel free to visit 
the Snohomish County Health District website at https://www.snohd.org/484/Novel-Coronavirus-2019 or the Washington State 
Department of Health website at https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/Coronavirus.  
 
The DOH has also established a call center to address questions about COVID-19 from the public.  To access this information line, 
please call 1-800-525-0127. 
 
I will continue to keep you informed of developments in our community and schools.  The health and safety of our staff, students and 
families always comes first. 

All the best, 
Scott 
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